Act Four

A cell in Salem jail, that fall.

At the back is a bigh barred window; near i,
a great, beavy door. Along the walls are two
benchbes.

The place is in darkness bt for the moonlight
seeping through the bars. It appears emnpty.
Presently foolsteps are beard coming doum a
corridor beyond the wall, keys rattle, and the
door swings open. MARSHAL HERRICK enlers with a
lantern.

He is nearly drunk, and beauvy-footed. He goes
to a bench and nudges a bundle of rags lying
on it

Herrick: Sarah, wake up! Sarah Good! He then
crosses to the otber bench,

Sarah Good, rising in ber rags: Oh, Majesty!
Comin’, comin’! Tituba, he’s here, His Majesty’s
come!

Herrick: Go to the north cell; this place is wanted
now. He bangs bis lantern on the wall. TITUBA
Sits up.

Tituba: That don't look to me like His Majesty;
look to me like the marshal.

Herrick, taking out a fiask: Get along with you
now, clear this place. He drinks, and SARAH GOOD
comes and peers up into bis face.

Sarah Good: Oh, is it you, Marshal! I thought sure
you be the Devil comin’ for us. Could I have a sip
of cider for me goin’-away?

Herrick, banding ber tbe flask: And where are
you off to, Sarah?

Tituba, as sARAH drinks: We goin' to Barbados,
soon the Devil gits here with the feathers and the
wings.

Herrick: Oh? A happy voyage to you.

Sarah Good: A pair of bluebirds wingin’
southerly, the two of us! Oh, it be a grand transfor-
mation, Marshal! Sbe raises the flask to drink
dagain.

Herrick, taking the flask from ber lips: You'd
best give me that or youwll never rise off the
ground. Come along now.

Tituba: P'll speak to him for you, if you desires to
come along, Marshal.

Herrick: I'd not refuse it, Tituba; it's the proper
morning to fly into Hell.
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Tituba: Oh, it be no Hell in Barbados. Devil, him
be pleasureman in Barbados, him be singin’ and
dancin’ in Barbados. It's you folks—you riles him
up 'round here; it be too cold 'round here for that
Old Boy. He freeze his soul in Massachusetts, but
in Barbados he just as sweet and— A bellowing
cotw 1s beard, and TiTuna leaps up and calls to the
window: Aye, sir! That's him, Sarah!

Sarah Good: I'm here, Majesty! They burriedly
pick up their rags as HOPKINS, a guard, enters.
Hopkins: The Deputy Governor’s arrived.
Herrick, grabbing TiTuBa: Come along, come
along.

Tituba, resisting bim: No, he comin' for me. I
goin' homet!

Herrick, pulling ber to the door: That's not
Satan, just a poor old cow with a hatful of milk.
Come along now, out with you!

Tituba, calling to the window: Take me home,
Devil! Take me home!

Sarah Good, following the shouting TITUBA out:
Tell him I'm goin’, Tituba! Now you tell him Sarah
Good is goin’ too!

In the corridor outside TTUBA calls on—“Take me
bome, Devil; Devil take me bome!” and HOPKINS'
voice orders her to move on. HERRICK refurns and
begins to push old rags and straw into a corner.
Hearing footsteps, be turns, and enler DANFORTH
and JUDGE HATHORNE. They are in grealcoals and
wear bats avainst the bitter cold. They are fol-
lowed In by CHEEVER, who carries a dispalch case
and a flat wooden box containing bis writing
materials.

Herrick: Good morning, Excellency.

Danforth: Where is Mr. Parris?

Herrick: I'll fetch him. He starts for the door.
Danforth: Marshal. HERRICK stops. When did Rev-
erend Hale arrive?

Herrick: It were toward midnight, I think.
Danforth, suspiciously: What is he about here?
Herrick: He goes among them that will hang, sir.
And he prays with them. He sits with Goody
Nurse now. And Mr. Parris with him.

Danforth: Indeed. That man have no authority to
enter here, Marshal. Why have you let him in?
Herrick: Why, Mr. Parris command me, sir. I can-
not deny him.

Danforth: Are you drunk, Marshal?
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Herrick: No, sir; it is a bitter night, and 1 have no
fire here.

Danforth, containing bis anger: Fetch Mr. Parris.
Herrick: Aye, sir.

Danforth: There is a prodigious stench in this
place.

Herrick: 1 have only now cleared the people out
for you,

Danforth: Beware hard drink, Marshal.

Herrick: Aye, sir. He waits an instant Jfor furtber
orders. But DANFORTH, in dissatisfaction, turns
bis back on bim, and HERRICK goes otl. There is a
paitse. DANFORTH stands in thought.

Hathorne: Let you question Hale, Excellency; 1
should not be surprised he have been preaching
in Andover lately.

Danforth: We'll come to that; speak nothing of
Andover. Parris prays with him. That’s strange. He
blows on bis bands, moves toward the window,
and looks out.

Hathorne: Excellency, I wonder if it be wise to
let Mr. Parris so continuously with the prisoners.
DANFORTH furns to bim, interested. 1 think, some-
times, the man has a mad look these days.
Danforth: Mad?

Hathorne: I met him yesterday coming out of his
house, and [ bid him good morning—and he wept
and went his way. I think it is not well the village
sees him so unsteady.

Danforth: Perhaps he have some sorrow.
Cheever, stamping bis feet against the cold: 1
think it be the cows, sit.

Danforth: Cows?

Cheever: There be so many cows wanderin’ the
highroads, now their masters are in the jails, and
much disagreement who they will belong to now.
I know Mr. Parris be arguin’ with farmers all yes-
terday—there is great contention, sir, about the
cows. Contention make him weep, sir; it were al-
ways a man that weep for contention. He turns,
as do HATHORNE g#d DANFORTH, bearing someone
coming up the corridor. DANFORTH raises bis bead
as PARRIS enters, He is gaunt, frightened, and
sweating in bis greatcoat.

Parris, /0 DANFORTH, instantly: Oh, good morning,
sir, thank you for coming, 1 beg your pardon wakin’
you so early. Good morning, Judge Hathorne.
Danforth: Reverend Hale have no right to enter
this—

Parris: Excellency, 1 moment. He burries back
and shuts the door.

Hathorne: Do you leave him alone with the pris-
oners?

Danforth: What's his business here?

Parris, prayerfully bolding up his bands: Excel-
lency, hear me. It is a providence. Reverend Hale
has returned to bring Rebecca Nurse to God.
Danforth, surprised: He bids her confess?
Parris, sifting: Hear me. Rebecca have not given
me a word this three month since she came. Now
she sits with him, and her sister and Martha Corey
and two or three others, and he pleads with them,
confess their crimes and save their lives.
Danforth: Why—this is indeed a providence.
And they soften, they soften?

Parris: Not yet, not yet. But I thought to summon
you, sir, that we might think on whether it be not
wise, to— He dares not say it. 1 had thought to
put a question, sir, and I hope you will not—
Danforth: Mr. Parris, be plain, what troubles you?
Parris: There is news, sir, that the court—the
court must reckon with. My niece, sir, my niece—
I believe she has vanished.

Danforth: Vanished!

Parris: | had thought to advise you of it earlier in
the week, but—

Danforth: Why? How long is she gone?

Parris: This be the third night. You see, sir, she
told me she would stay a night with Mercy Lewis.
And next day, when she does not return, ] send to
Mr. Lewis to inquire. Mercy told him she would
sleep in nzy house for a night.

Danforth: They are both gone?!

Parris, in fear of bim: They are, sir.

Danforth, alarmed: | will send a party for them.
Where may they be?

Parris: Excellency, I think they be aboard a ship.
DANFORTH stands agape. My daughter tells me how
she heard them speaking of ships last week, and
tonight I discover my—my strongbox is broke
into. He presses bis fingers against bis eyes to
keep back tears.

Hathorne, astonished: She have robbed you?
Parris: Thirty-one pound is gone. Il am penniless.
He covers bis face and sobs.

Danforth: Mr. Parris, you are a brainless man! He
walks in thought, deeply worried.

Parris: Excellency, it profit nothing you should
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these seven are given out, and the village expects
to see them die this morning. Postponement now
speaks a floundering on my part; reprieve or par-
don must cast doubt upon the guilt of them that
died till now. While 1 speak God's law, 1 will not
crack its voice with whimpering. If retaliation is
your fear, know this—I{ should hang ten thousand
that dared to rise against the law, and an ocean of
salt tears could not melt the resolution of the
statutes. Now draw yourselves up like men and
help me, as you are bound by Heaven to do. Have
you spoken with them all, Mr. Hale?

Hale: All but Proctor, He is in the dungeon.
Danforth, fo HERRICK: What's Proctor’s way now?
Herrick: He sits like some great bird; you'd not
know he lived except he will take food from time
to time.

Danforth, after thinking a moment: His wife—
his wife must be well on with child now.
Herrick: She is, sir.

Danforth: What think you, Mr. Parris? You have
closer knowledge of this man; might her presence
soften him?

Parris: It is possible, sir. He have not laid eyes on
her these three months. I should summon her.
Danforth, fo HERRICK: Is he yet adamant? Has he
struck at you again?

Herrick: He cannot, sir, he is chained to the wall
now.

Danforth, after thinking on it: Fetch Goody
Proctor to me. Then let you bring him up.
Herrick: Aye, sir. HERRICK goes. There is silence.
Hale: Excellency, if you postpone a week and
publish to the town that you are striving for their
confessions, that speak mercy on your part, not
faltering.

Danforth: Mr. Hale, as God have not empowered
me like Joshua to stop this sun from rising; so I
cannot withhold from them the perfection of
their punishment.

Hale, barder now: If you think God wills you to
raise rebellion, Mr. Danforth, you are mistaken!
Danforth, instantly: You have heard rebellion
spoken in the town?

2. Joshua...rising: in the Bible, Joshua, the successor
of Moses, commands the sun and moon to stand still
while his people take vengeance on their enemies.
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Hale: Excellency, there are orphans wandering
from house to house; abandoned cattle bellow on
the highroads, the stink of rotting crops hangs
everywhere, and no man knows when the harlots’
cry will end his life—and you wonder yet if rebel-
lion's spoke? Better you should marvel how they
do not burn your province!

Danforth: Mr. Hale, have you preached in An-
dover this month?

Hale: Thank God they have no need of me in
Andover.

Danforth: You baffle me, sir. Why have you re-
turned here?

Hale: Why, it is all simple. I come to do the Devil's
work. I come to counsel Christians they should
belie themselves. His sarcasm collapses. There is
blood on my head! Can you not see the blood on
my head!!

Parris: Hush! For be bas beard footsteps. They all
Jface the door HERRICK enlers with ELIZABETH. Her
wrists are linked by beavy chain, which HERRICK
now removes. Her clothes are dirly; ber face Is
pale and gaunt, HIERRICK goes oul.

Danforth, very politely: Goody Proctor. She is
silent. ] hope you are hearty?

Elizabeth, as @ warning reminder: 1 am yet six
month before my time.

Danforth: Pray be at your ease, we come not for
your life. We—uncertain bow to plead, Jor be is
not accustomed to it. Mr. Hale, will you speak
with the woman?

Hale: Goody Proctor, your husband is marked to
hang this morning.

Pause.

Elizabeth, guietly: I have heard it.

Hale: You know, do you not, that I have no con-
nection with the court? She seems to doubt it. 1
come of my own, Goody Proctor. 1 would save
your husband’s life, for if he is taken I count my-
self his murderer. Do you understand me?
Elizabeth: What do you want of me?

Hale: Goody Proctor, I have gone this three
month like our Lord into the wilderness. 1 have
sought a Christian way, for damnation’s doubled
on a minister who counsels men to lie.
Hathorne: It is no lie, you cannot speak of lies.
Hale: It is a lie! They are innocent!

Danforth: I'll hear no more of that!
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almast collapses, but PROCTOR catches ber, and
sbe glances up at bim apologetically.

Rebecca: I've had no breakfast,

Herrick: Come, man.

HERRICK escorts them out, HATHORNE a#td CHEEVER
behind them. ELIZABETH stands staring at the
empty doorwa).

Parris, in deadly fear, to ELIZABETH: Go to him,
Goody Proctor! There is yet time!

From outside a drumroll strikes the air PARRIS is
startled, ©GUZABETH jerks about toward the
window.

Parris: Go to him! He rushes out the doon as
though to bold back bis fate. Proctor! Proctor!

Again, a short burst of driems.

*He have his goodness now.”

Hale: Woman, plead with him! He starts to rush
otit the door, and then goes back to her Womin!
It is pride, it is vanity. She avoids bis eyes, and
moves lo the window. He drops to bis knees. Be
his helper! What profit him to bleed? Shall the
dust praise him? Shall the worms declare his truth?
Go to him, take his shame away!

Elizabeth, supporting berself against collapse,
grips the bars of the window, and with a cry: He
have his goadness now. God forbid [ take it from
him!

The final drumroll crashes, then beightens vio-
lently. HALE weeps in frantic prayer, and the new
sun is pouring in upon ber face, and the drums
rattle like bones in the morning air

The curtain falls
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MAKING MEANINGS
Act Four
Reading Check
First Thoughts a. Why has Reverend
I. Which charac- Hale returned to
ter do you Salem?
most identify b. What news about
with? Why!? Abigail does Parris
Whoem did give Danforth?
Miller identify c. What two things
with? (Check does Elizabeth say
his comments she is unable to do
on page 3.) for John?
d. Why does Danforth
: want a written con-
Shap ng . fession from Proctor?
Interpretations
2. Why does

Hale say he has come “to do the Devil's work™
What metivates his actions?

. What events precede the sudden disappearance

of Abigail and Mercy?

. What does Parris fear about the response of the

people in Andover?

. Why does Hale counse! Elizabeth to persuade

John Proctor to lie? Do you think he is right to
do so!

How do you interpret Arthur Miller’s statement
that John and Elizabeth inhabit a world “beyond
sorrow, above it"!

. What motivations does Proctor have for

confessing! At the same time, why does he see
his confession as deeply ironic?

. In the play’s climax, Proctor destroys

his own confession. Review your reading @,
notes interpreting Proctor’s character: Why
does he ultimately choose his “goodness™

The Play as a Whole

Shaping Interpretations

I.

2,

Refer back to the dictionary definition of crucible
on page 4, and explain the title of the play.

Miller has said he wrote The Crucible with the

64 AMERICAN DRAMA

conviction that “there were moments when an
individual conscience was all that could keep
the world from falling apart” Do you agree with
his conviction! Do you think the play actually
demonstrates a triumph of individual con-
science? Explain your answers.

. What, in your opinion, is the difference

between the ways Proctor and Hale

resolve the conflicts between their public

and their private lives? Whose solution is better?
Could their conflicts be found in people today?
Support your answers with examples from

the text and from life.

Extending the Text

4.

In Act One, after the introduction of Proctor,
Miller writes that modern Americans have
“inherited” the Puritan idea that sin cannot be
washed away—an idea that has disciplined us,
but has aiso bred hypocrisy. Explain why you
agree or disagree with Miller’s assessment of
American culture.

Challenging the Text

5.

The writer of a literary work may have responsi-
bilities not only to readers and publishers but
also to the people he or she chooses to write
about. Do you think Arthur Miller had a
responsibility to portray the Salem witchcraft
trials accurately? Is his use of “artistic license”
with respect to some of the historical facts
justifiable? To what extent do you think a writer,
artist, or filmmaker should be accurate when
basing a work of fiction on historical events!
Explain your opinion.

. Miller has called The Crucible a tragedy. Do you

think it is a tragedy? Why or why not!

. Some critics have claimed that Miller’s play is re-

ally only a vehicle for his own political view-
points. How do you feel about these criticisms
of the play? Miller's lengthy comments on his
characters, on their problems, and on history in
general are certainly unusual in a play. How do
you respond to Miller's commentary throughout
the play? Be specific in your answers.



