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The Great Gatsby: Chapter 8
Focus Question: is revenge ever appropriate?
Aim: Prepare to read chapter 8 of the novel; read chapter 8 and examine how Fitzgerald develops characters, as well as settings and conflicts; examine Fitzgerald’s use of figurative language and it works to achieve his purpose.
Do Now
Today we continue reading of the novel The Great Gatsby.  Reminder: the book can be found on the class website and online.  As we read, be sure to take notes, as it will be a big help to you in both the understanding of the novel and our discussions of the chapter.
Who is impacted the most by acts of revenge - the doer or the receiver?  Why? 


_____________________________________________________________________________________
Confucius said, “Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.”  What does this mean?  Do you agree with him? Why?  Is it possible that revenge could bring peace?  Knowing what you know of the novel at this time, how does this quote tie in to the characters and their actions?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*************************************************************************************
Homework: If you do not finish reading Chapter eight by the end of the period on _________________, it will be homework.



CHAPTER 8 NOTES
Gatsby and Daisy’s early years



“But he didn’t despise himself and it didn’t turn out as he had imagined. He had intended, probably, to take what he could and go – but now he found that he had committed himself to the following of a grail. He knew that Daisy was extraordinary, but he didn’t realize just how extraordinary a ‘nice’ girl could be. She vanished into her house, into her rich, full life, leaving Gatsby – nothing. He felt married to her, that was all” (149).

What does Fitzgerald mean by “the following of a grail?”

What does Fitzgerald mean by “He felt married to her, that was all?”

George Wilson has no church, no God, no friends, “There wasn’t enough of him for his wife.” Explain what that quote means and why where George lives (the Valley of Ashes) is so appropriate for him. (p. 158-160)



How does the quote on the quote from Confucius tie in to the end of this chapter?  What does it mean that the “holocaust is complete”? (162)
