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“Soldier’s Home” Critical Thinking
· Characterization
Claim: Krebs is a true anti-hero – a protagonist who is disillusioned, hopeless, and unable to act.

Evidence: 1. Krebs found that to be listened to at all he had to lie, and after he had done this twice he, too, had a reaction against the war and against talking about it.” (Hemingway 612)
	2. “Now he would have liked a girl if she had come to him and not wanted to talk. But here at home it was all too complicated. He knew he could never get through it all again.” (Hemingway 613)
	3. “’Your father is worried, too,’ his mother went on. ‘He thinks you have lost your ambition, that you haven’t got a definite aim in life. Charley Simmons, who is just your age, has a good job and is going to be married…” (Hemingway 616)
	4. “’I don’t love anybody,’ Krebs said. It wasn’t any good. He couldn’t tell her, he couldn’t make her see it. It was silly to have said it. He had only hurt her.” (Hemingway 616)
	
Analysis (explain how the above quotes prove the claim. Be specific!): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Characterization
Claim: Krebs’s mother is desperate to help her son be who he was before the war.

Evidence: 1. “His mother would have given him breakfast in bed if he had wanted it. She often came in when he was in bed and asked him to tell her about the war, but her attention always wandered.” (Hemingway 612)
	2. “’Have you decided what you are going to do yet, Harold?’ his mother asked, taking off her glasses. ‘No’ said Krebs. ‘Don’t you think it’s about time?’ His mother did not say this is a mean way. She seemed worried.” (Hemingway 616)
	3. “’But you are going to have to settle down to work, Harold…All work is honorable as he [Harold’s father] says. But you’ve got to make a start at something.” (Hemingway 616)
	4. “So his mother prayed for him and then they stood up and Krebs kissed his mother and went out of the house.” (Hemingway 617)

Explain how the evidence proves the claim.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________













· Internal Conflict (Krebs v himself)
Claim: Krebs wants to be “normal” but is unable to be engaged in the world or with people.
Evidence: 1. “Vaguely he wanted a girl but he did not want to have to work to get her…He did not want to have to do any courting. He did not want to tell any more lies. It wasn’t worth it.” (Hemingway 613)
	2. “Krebs kissed her hair. She put her face up to him. ‘I’m your mother,’ she said. ‘I held you next to my heart when you were a tiny baby.’ Krebs felt sick and vaguely nauseated.” (Hemingway 617)
	3. ““He had tried so to keep his life from being complicated. Still, none of it touched him. He had felt sorry for his mother and she had made him lie.” (Hemingway 617)

Analysis (explain how the evidence in the above quotes prove the claim. Be specific!): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

· External Conflict (Krebs v society)
Claim: Krebs cannot do what society seems to “want” him to do or feel.

Evidence: 1. “He liked the girls that were walking along the other side of the street. He liked the look of them…but the world they were in was not the world he was in.” (Hemingway 614)
	2. “The boys are all settling down; they’re all determined to get somewhere; you can see that boys like Charley Simmons are on their way to being a real credit to the community. Krebs said nothing.” (Hemingway 616)
	3. “His acquaintances, who had heard detailed accounts of German women found chained to machine guns in the Argonne forest and who could not comprehend, or were barred by their patriotism from interest in any German machine gunners who were not chained, were not thrilled by his stories. Krebs acquired the nausea in regard to experience that is the result of untruth or exaggeration…” (Hemingway 612) 

Analysis (explain how the above quotes prove the claim. Be specific!): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

